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INTRODUCTION 
 
The second part of the Revised Land Development Plan includes provisions 
that all local municipalities will have to abide when revising their planning 
program and by-laws. 
 
Most of these provisions translate into rules some of the aims, objectives or 
development policies identified in the first part of the Revised Land 
Development Plan. 
 
On any subject, a local municipality may be more restrictive than what is 
required in the Complementary Document, but never less so. 
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1.     DEFINITIONS 
 
Accessory building: 
 
Building separated from the main building or use located on the same plot or 
the same lot and designed to improve the usefulness, convenience and 
enjoyment of the main building or use. 
 
Annex: 
 
Accessory structure or building attached to the main building and built on the 
same site as the latter ; it aims at improving its usefulness, convenience and 
enjoyment. 
 
Basal area: 
 
Forest cover unit currently used in forestry during inventories and tree 
marking made with the help of a prism ; residual basal area is this same unit 
used after a forest cut ; residual basal area is expressed in square metres 
per hectare. 
 
In the case of a tree, a basal area is the area of the cross section at breast 
height of the stem; in the case of a stand, the basal area is the sum of trees. 
 
Breeding farm: 
 
Breeding building or feed area in which are kept animals and a structure or 
facility for the storage of farm fertilizers, or a group of several of these 
installations when each of them is not separated by a neighbouring one by 
more than 150 metres and that is part of the same operation. 
 
Camping: 
 
Site designated as such on a municipal zoning plan or in the land 
development plan of a regional county municipality. 
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Conglomerate housing: 
 
Building with several superimposed, or adjacent dwellings served by 
separate entrances. 
 
Cottage industry: 
 
Category including activities and uses that have no impacts on the 
neighbourhood (noise, smoke, dust, odour, vibration, traffic, etc.) or on the 
quality of the environment; all operations are conducted indoors, no storage 
is done outdoors and product is designed for commerce on the premises or 
locally.  
 
Dwelling: 
 
Premises or shelter equipped with sanitation facilities where individuals may 
live, sleep, eat and cook. 
 
Dwelling house: 
 
House properly speaking or place of residence on the farm of an area of at 
least 21 square metres that does not belong to the owner or operator of the 
breeding farm in question or by the stakeholder or manager. 
 
Embankment: 
 
Operation consisting in placing materials on top of the land in the purpose of 
proceeding with landscaping or to fill a cavity. 
 
Excavation: 
 
Operation consisting of digging or clearing the ground of which works are 
designed to change the natural shape of the land. 
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Frontage: 
 
Distance between lateral lines of a lot, or plot bordering on the right-of-way of 
an existing or projected public or private street ; in the case of a waterside lot, 
frontage means this same measurement taken from the waterside along the 
high water line. 
 
Heavy industry: 
 
Category including activities and uses for the processing of products with 
appreciable impacts on the neighbourhood and on the quality of the 
environment ; outdoor storage is allowed. 
 
High water line: 
 
Line used to establish the littoral, lake shores and riverbanks. 
 
This high water line is located: 
 
• At the place where we go from a predominance of aquatic plants to a 

predominance of land plants. 
 
Plants considered as aquatic are all hydrophilic plants including submerged 
plants, plants with floating leaves, emerging plants and herbaceous and 
ligneous plants characteristic of marshes and swamps opened on bodies of 
water. 
 
• If there are no aquatic plants, the high water line is located at the place 

where land plants stop in the direction of the body of water; 
 
• If there is a retained-water structure, the high water line is located at the 

operation highest point of the hydraulic work for that part of the body of 
water located up-river; 

 
• If there is a sustaining wall legally erected, the high water line is located 

at the top of the wall 
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• Failing to be able to establish the high water line on the basis of the 

preceding criteria, it is the limit of floods happening every two years, 
which is the equivalent to the line established according to the above-
mentioned botanical criteria. 

 
Housing: 
 
Building with one or more dwellings. 
 
Light industry: 
 
Category including activities and uses for assembly or processing of products 
with  low  impacts  on  the  neighbourhood  and  on  the  quality  of  the 
environment ; moreover, most of the operations are completed indoors. 
 
Littoral: 
 
Part of lakes and watercourses that extends from the high water line towards 
the centre of the body of water. 
 
Lot: 
 
Portion of land described with a specific number on a plan prepared and 
registered according to the law. 
 
Management of liquid: 
 
Method of management intended for manure made up mostly of animal 
excrements sometimes mixed with litter and a quantity of washing water ; 
manure is stored in liquid form and handled by pumping. 
 
Management of solid: 
 
Method of management intended for manure made up mostly of animal 
excrements and litter; manure is stored in solid form and handled with a 
loader. 



 
 6

MRC of Pontiac - Revised Land Development Plan 
By-Law Number 65-99 
The Complementary Document 

 
 

 
Marina: 
 
Site designated as such on a municipal zoning plan or in the land 
development plan of a MRC. 
 
Medium industry: 
 
Category including activities and uses related to the assembly and 
processing of products with moderate impacts on the neighbourhood and on 
the quality of the environment ; outdoor storage is allowed. 
 
Mobile home: 
 
Dwelling manufactured in a factory and movable, meaning that it can be 
equipped with wheels or railings allowing its transportation from one place to 
another. 
 
Multi-family housing: 
 
Building with at least two dwellings with shared entrances and hallways. 
 
Outdoor feed area: 
 
Area outside of a building where animals are kept occasionally or 
continuously, where they are fed by food coming solely from outside that 
area. 
 
Plot: 
 
Piece of land made up of one or more distinct lots or of one or several parts 
of lot. 
 
Private street: 
 
Any street not transferred to the municipality. 
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Protected heritage site: 
 
Heritage site acknowledged by a competent authority and that the community 
wants to protect. 
 
Protected immovable: 
 
• Business or recreation, sport or culture centre; 
• Municipal park; 
• Public beach or marina; 
• Landed property of a learning establishment or of an establishment 

within  the  meaning  of  the  Health  and  Social  Services  Act   
(R.S.Q., c. S-4.2); 

• Campground; 
• Buildings in an open air base or nature interpretation centre; 
• Chalet of a ski resort or of a golf club; 
• Church; 
• Summer theatre; 
• Accommodation facilities, resort or youth hostel within the meaning of 

the Regulation Respecting Tourist Establishments; 
• Vineyard or restaurant business with a year-round operation permit. 
 
Public road: 
 
Road designed to the traffic of motorized vehicles and maintained by a local 
municipality or by the Québec Ministry of Transport (MTQ), or else a bicycle 
way (bicycle path, bicycle strip, shared roadway). 
 
Public street: 
 
Any thoroughfare, be it of federal, provincial or municipal property. 
 
Shore: 
 
Strip of land bordering on lakes and watercourses that extends towards the 
interior of the land from the high water line; the width of the shore is 
measured horizontally. 
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The shore has a minimum of 10 metres: 
 
• When the slope is less than 30 %; 
• When the slope is more than 30 % and has an embankment of less 

than 5 metres high. 
 

The shore has a minimum of 15 metres: 
 
• When the slope is more than 30 %; 
• When the slope is more than 30 % and has an embankment of more 

than 5 metres high. 
 
In the context of the application of the Forestry Act and of the Regulation 
Respecting the Operating Standards in the Forests of the Public Domain 
(RNI), special protection measures do apply to the shore. 
 
Single-family housing: 
 
Building with only one dwelling. 
 
Street: 
 
Roadway designed mostly for the traffic of vehicles. 
 
Subdivision: 
 
Division, subdivision, re-division of a piece of land into plots for development. 
 
Trailer caravan: 
 
Licensed vehicle mounted on wheels used seasonally, or designed to be, as 
premises where individuals may live, eat and/or sleep, built to be towed by a 
motor vehicle. 
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Urbanization perimeter: 
 
Boundary provided for the future extension of the urban-type habitat in a 
municipality as established in the land development plan of the regional 
county municipality in that municipality, as well as any other boundary of this 
extension established by the regional county municipality after an 
amendment of the land development plan, except for any part of this 
extension that would be included in the agricultural zone. 
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2.     SUBDIVISION 
 
The following provisions aim at ensuring an efficient control of land use and 
of occupation densities in relation to the presence or absence of public 
infrastructures for the supply or disposal of wastewater, to the use for which 
the lot is intended for, or to the presence of a lake or watercourse. 
 
 
2.1 Obligation to obtain a subdivision permit  
 
A subdivision permit issued by the municipality is mandatory before any 
cadastral operation. 
 
 
2.2 Minimal area and dimensions of lots to be devel oped  
 
The following table indicates the minimal area and dimensions of lots to be 
developed.  
 
It is important to mention that these standards do not apply when the building 
does not require wastewater treatment devices. 
 
The standards related to unserviced lots within the forestry land use 
designation do not apply on private pieces of land along the Ottawa, 
Coulonge, Dumoine, Black and Quyon Rivers, as well as on private pieces of 
land along Schyan River and lakes and those along public roads.  In this 
case, the minimal area and dimensions of lots are the same as those not 
serviced by water and sewer systems. 
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Minimal area and dimensions of lots to be developed  

 
  

USE 
 

 
RÉSIDENTIAL 

AND/OR 
COMMERCIAL 

 

 
INDUSTRIAL 

AND/OR 
INSTITUTIONNAL 

1.   Serviced lot within the urban land 
      use designation  

 
MUNICIPAL PLANNING BY-LAWS 

2.   Serviced lots  
 
      Less than 100 metres from 
      a watercourse or less than 
      300 metres from a lake 
 
      A. Width 
      B. Depth 
      C. Area 
 
      More than 100 metres from 
      a watercourse or less than 
      300 metres from a lake 
 
      A. Width 
      B. Depth 
      C. Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 

30 metres 
61 metres 

1,858 square metres 
 
 
 
 
 

22.58 metres 
- 

1,393 square metres 

 
 
 
 
 
 

50 metres 
61 metres 

3,000 square metres 
 
 
 
 
 

22.86 metres 
- 

1,393 square metres 

3.   Unserviced lot  
 
      Less than 100 metres from 
      a watercourse or less than 
      300 metres from a lake 
 
      A. Width 
      B. Depth 
      C. Area 
 
      More than 100 metres from 
      a watercourse or less than 
      300 metres from a lake 
 
      A. Width 
      B. Depth 
      C. Area 
 
      Forestry land use designation 
 
      A. Width 
      B. Depth 
      C. Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 

45.72 metres 
61 metres 

3,716 square metres 
 
 
 
 
 

45.72 square metres 
- 

2,787 square metres 
 
 
 

61 metres 
152 metres 

5,905 square metres 

 
 
 
 
 
 

50 metres 
61 metres 

3,716 square metres 
 
 
 
 
 

50 metres 
- 

700 square metres 
 
 
 
- 
- 
- 

4.   Lot bordering a road of the higher network  
 
      A. Width 
      B. Depth 
      C. Area 

 
 

45.72 metres 
- 

2,787 square metres 

 
 

50 metres 
 -  

3,700 square metres 

 

 
Note: These standards do not apply when the construction does not involve a wastewater treatment system. 
 
The standards concerning lots not serviced with water and sewage systems located in the Forestry Land Use 
Designation do not apply to private lands located along the Ottawa, Coulonge, Dumoine, Noire and Quyon Rivers, as 
well as private lands located along the Schyan River and lakes, and those located along public roads. In these cases, 
the minimum area and dimensions are the same as those of the other lots not serived with water and sewage 
systems. 
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3.    CONSTRUCTION 
 
These provisions are directed at building any structure according to the 
following minimal conditions: location of the construction (cadastre), quality of 
septic tanks, control of the development (private or public street), etc. 
 
 
3.1 Obligation to obtain a building permit  
 
All projects for the construction, transformation, enlargement or extension to 
any building are prohibited without first obtaining a building permit issued by 
the municipality.  
 
 
3.2 General conditions relating to the issue of a b uilding permit  
 
A) The land on which any projected main structure is to be erected, 

excluding its dependencies in the case of an existing main construction, 
must form one or several distinct lots on the official cadastral plans in 
conformity with the subdivision standards or, if they do not conform with 
these standards, are protected by acquired rights, or the land must be 
described in a deed when it is located in territories without original 
surveying; 

 
B) The plan for the supply of drinkable water and purification of 

wastewater for the structure to be erected on the land must be in 
conformity with the Règlement sur l’évacuation et le traitement des 
eaux usées des résidences isolées (a regulation respecting the 
disposal and purification of wastewater from isolated dwellings) or with 
a plan approved in accordance with the Environment Quality Act (LQE), 
or water and sewer systems being the subject of an authorization or 
permit according to law must be installed on the street along which the 
structure is projected or the law ordering their installation must be in 
force; 
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C) The land on which any projected main structure is to be erected must 

be adjacent to a private or public street that conforms to the 
requirements of the subdivision by-law. 

 
This paragraph does not apply to the following constructions: 

 
• Buildings related to agricultural activities; 
• Buildings related to the exploitation of natural resources; 
• Buildings on islands, unless the island is connected to the mainland by 

a bridge or culvert. 
 

 
4.    SPECIAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING AGRICULTURAL AC TIVITIES 
 
The following provisions aim at the development of a sustainable agriculture 
and a harmonious coexistence of activities in the environment. 
 
 
4.1 Separating distances relating to breeding opera tions  
 
The minimal separating distances between a breeding operation and a 
protected immovable, a dwelling, an urbanization perimeter, an urban 
perimeter or a public road are computed by using a formula that combines 
the seven (7) following parameters: 
 
 
Separating distance = B x C x D x E x F x G 
 
 
• Parameter A is the number of animal units according to the table at 

Section 4.1.1; 
 
• Parameter B represents the basic distance according to the table at 

Section 4.1.2 ; Parameter B is established according to the number of 
animal units, which is Parameter A; 
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• Parameter C is the odour load according to the table at Section 4.1.3; 
 
• Parameter D corresponds to the type of manure according to the table 

at Section 4.1.4; 
 
• Parameter E is the type of the project according to the table at Section 

4.1.5; 
 
• Parameter F is the attenuation factor according to the table at Section 

4.1.6; 
 
• Parameter G is the usage factor according to the data at Section 4.1.7. 
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4.1.1    Parameter A, which is the number of animal  units  
 

NUMBER OF ANIMAL UNITS (PARAMETER A)  
 
 

Group or category of animals 
 

Number of animals equivalent 
 to an animal unit 

 
Cow or heifer, bull, horse 

 
1 

 
Calf or heifer weighing from 225 to 500 kilograms 

 
2 

 
Calf weighing less than 225 kilograms 

 
5 

 
Breeding pig weighing from 20 to 100 kilograms 

 
5 

 
Sow and piglet not weaned during the year 

 
4 

 
Piglet weighing less than 20 kilograms 

 
25 

 
Laying hen or rooster 

 
125 

 
Roasting or broiling chicken 

 
250 

 
Growing pullet 

 
250 

 
Turkey weighing more than 13 kilograms 

 
50 

 
Turkey weighing from 8.5 to 10 kilograms 

 
75 

 
Turkey weighing less than 5.5 kilograms 

 
100 

 
Female mink (male and offspring not included) 

 
100 

 
Female fox (male and offspring not included) 

 
40 

 
Sheep and lamb of the year 

 
4 

 
Goat and kid of the year 

 
6 

 
Female rabbit (male and offspring not included) 

 
40 

 
Quail 

 
1,500 

 
Pheasant 

 
300 

 
 
Note : It is important to mention that the previous table serves as an indication.  A complete table will 
have to be prepared by reducing the differences between the categories ;  the basis for computation 
remains 500 kilograms per animal unit.  When a weight is indicated in the table, it is the weight of the 
animal at the end of the period of growth.  For any other species of animal, a gross weight of 500 
kilograms is equal to one animal unit. 
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4.1.2    Parameter B, which is the basic distance  
 

BASIC DISTANCES (PARAMETER B)  
 
 

Total number 
 of animal units 

 
Distance 
 (metre) 

 
Total number 

 of animal units 

 
Distance 
 (metre) 

 
Total number 

 of animal units 

 
Distance 
 (metre) 

 
10 

 
178 

 
300 

 
517 

 
880 

 
725 

 
20 

 
221 

 
320 

 
528 

 
900 

 
730 

 
30 

 
251 

 
340 

 
538 

 
950 

 
743 

 
40 

 
275 

 
360 

 
548 

 
1,000 

 
755 

 
50 

 
295 

 
380 

 
557 

 
1,050 

 
767 

 
60 

 
312 

 
400 

 
566 

 
1,100 

 
778 

 
70 

 
328 

 
420 

 
575 

 
1,150 

 
789 

 
80 

 
342 

 
440 

 
583 

 
1,200 

 
799 

 
90 

 
355 

 
460 

 
592 

 
1,250 

 
810 

 
100 

 
367 

 
480 

 
600 

 
1,300 

 
820 

 
110 

 
378 

 
500 

 
607 

 
1,350 

 
829 

 
120 

 
388 

 
520 

 
615 

 
1,400 

 
839 

 
130 

 
398 

 
540 

 
622 

 
1,450 

 
848 

 
140 

 
407 

 
560 

 
629 

 
1,500 

 
857 

 
150 

 
416 

 
580 

 
636 

 
1,550 

 
866 

 
160 

 
425 

 
600 

 
643 

 
1,600 

 
875 

 
170 

 
433 

 
620 

 
650 

 
1,650 

 
883 

 
180 

 
441 

 
640 

 
656 

 
1,700 

 
892 

 
190 

 
448 

 
660 

 
663 

 
1,750 

 
900 

 
200 

 
456 

 
680 

 
669 

 
1,800 

 
908 

 
210 

 
463 

 
700 

 
675 

 
1,850 

 
916 

 
220 

 
469 

 
720 

 
681 

 
1,900 

 
923 

 
230 

 
476 

 
740 

 
687 

 
1,950 

 
931 

 
240 

 
482 

 
760 

 
693 

 
2,000 

 
938 

 
250 

 
489 

 
780 

 
698 

 
2,100 

 
953 

 
260 

 
495 

 
800 

 
704 

 
2,200 

 
967 

 
270 

 
501 

 
820 

 
709 

 
2,300 

 
980 

 
280 

 
506 

 
840 

 
715 

 
2,400 

 
994 

 
290 

 
512 

 
860 

 
720 

 
2,500 

 
1,006 
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It should be noted that these data are adapted from the Association of 
German Engineers VDI 3471. 

 
 
4.1.3    Parameter C, which is the load of odours  
 

ODOURS LOAD PER ANIMAL (PARAMETER C)  
 
 

Group or category of animals 
 

Parameter C 
 
Slaughter cattle 
- in a closed building 
- on an outdoor feed area 

 
 

0.7 
0.8 

 
Milk cattle 

 
0.7 

 
Duck 

 
0.7 

 
Horse 

 
0.7 

 
Goat 

 
0.7 

 
Turkey 
- in a closed building 
- on an outdoor feed area 

 
 

0.7 
0.8 

 
Rabbit 

 
0.8 

 
Sheep 

 
0.7 

 
Pig 

 
1.0 

 
Hen 
- caged laying hen 
- reproduction hen 
- roasting hen/large chicken 
- pullet 

 
 

0.8 
0.8 
0.7 
0.7 

 
Fox 

 
1.1 

 
Heavy calf 
- milk calf 
- grain calf 

 
 

1.0 
0.8 

 
Mink 

 
1.1 

 
Note: For any other animal species, use Parameter C = 0.8. 
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4.1.4    Parameter D, which is the type of manure  
 

TYPE OF MANURE (PARAMETER D)  
 
 

Management method of farm fertilizers 
 

Parameter D 
 
 
Management of solid 
 
- slaughter and milk cattle, horse, sheep 
  and goat 
- other groups or categories of animals 
 

 
 
 
 

0.6 
 

0.8 

 
 
Management of liquid  
 
- slaughter and milk cattle 
- other groups and categories of animals  
 

 
 
 
 

0.8 
1.0 
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4.1.5    Parameter E, which is the type of project  
 

TYPE OF PROJECT (PARAMETER E)  
 
 

Increase up to... (a.u.) 
 

Parameter E 
 

Increase up to... (a.u.) 
 

Parameter E 
 

10 or less 
 

0.50 
 

181-185 
 

0.76 

 
11-20 

 
0.51 

 
186-190 

 
0.77 

 
21-30 

 
0.52 

 
191-195 

 
0.78 

 
31-40 

 
0.53 

 
196-200 

 
0.79 

 
41-50 

 
0.54 

 
201-205 

 
0.80 

 
51-60 

 
0.55 

 
206-210 

 
0.81 

 
61-70 

 
0.56 

 
211-215 

 
0.82 

 
71-80 

 
0.57 

 
216-220 

 
0.83 

 
81-90 

 
0.58 

 
221-225 

 
0.84 

 
91-100 

 
0.59 

 
226-230 

 
0.85 

 
101-105 

 
0.60 

 
231-235 

 
0.86 

 
106-110 

 
0.61 

 
236-240 

 
0.87 

 
111-115 

 
0.62 

 
241-245 

 
0.88 

 
116-120 

 
0.63 

 
246-250 

 
0.89 

 
121-125 

 
0.64 

 
251-255 

 
0.90 

 
126-130 

 
0.65 

 
256-260 

 
0.91 

 
131-135 

 
0.66 

 
261-265 

 
0.92 

 
136-140 

 
0.67 

 
266-270 

 
0.93 

 
141-145 

 
0.68 

 
271-275 

 
0.94 

 
146-150 

 
0.69 

 
276-280 

 
0.95 

 
151-155 

 
0.70 

 
281-285 

 
0.96 

 
156-160 

 
0.71 

 
286-290 

 
0.97 

 
161-165 

 
0.72 

 
291-295 

 
0.98 

 
166-170 

 
0.73 

 
296-300 

 
0.99 

 
171-175 

 
0.74 

 
300 and more 

 
1.00 

 
176-180 

 
0.75 

 
new project 

 
1.00 
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It should be noted that the number of animals of which to be added in the 
herd must be considered, whether there is or not an extension or 
construction of a building.  For any project leading to a total of 300 animal 
units and more, as well as for any new project, Parameter E = 1.  

 
 
4.1.6    Parameter F, which is the attenuation fact or  
 

ATTENUATION FACTOR (PARAMETER F)  
 
 

Technology 
 

Parameter F 
 
Roof on storage premises  
 
- absent ; 
- permanent rigid ; 
- temporary (layer of peat, layer of plastic). 
 

 
F1 
 

1.0 
0.7 
0.9 

 
Ventilation  
 
- natural and forced with multiple air outlets ; 
- forced with regrouped air outlets and air 
  outlets above the roof ; 
- forced with regrouped air outlets and air 
  cleaning with air scrubbers or biological 
  filters. 
 

 
F2 
 

1.0 
 

0.9 
 

0.8 

 
Other technologies  
 
- new technologies may be used to reduce 
  the distances when their efficiency is 
  proven. 
 

 
F3 

 

Factor to be 
determined at the time 

of accreditation 
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4.1.7  Parameter G, which is the usage factor  
 
This parameter is related to the type of neighbouring unit considered :  
 
• For a protected immovable , we get the separating distance by 

multiplying all the parameters between themselves, G = 1.0; 
 
• For a dwelling house , G = 0.5; 
 
• For an urbanization perimeter , G = 1.5; 
 
• For a public road , G = 0.1, but the installations must in all cases take 

into account the minimal distance of six (6) metres from a lot line. 
 
 
4.2 Acquired rights  
 
Parameter E bearing on the type of project acknowledges an acquired right 
related to the expansion of existing agricultural enterprises. For 
establishments of one hundred animal units (100 a.u.) and less, the 
replacement of the breeding type is allowed on condition to maintain the 
same number of animal units and to continue the same management of 
breeding effluents or a more favourable management with respect to the 
inconvenience associated with odours whereas for the other establishments, 
the replacement of the type of breeding is only possible by respecting the 
computation parameters for separating distances. 
 
 
4.3 Separating distances relating to storage premis es for farm 

manure located at more than 150 metres from a breed ing farm 
 
In situations where farm manure is stored outside the animal operation, 
separating distances must be respected.  These separating distances are 
established by considering that one animal unit requires a storage capacity of 
20 m3. 
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Minimal separating distances, in metres, between storage premises for farm 
manure located at more than 150 metres from a breeding farm and a 
protected immovable, a dwelling, an urbanization perimeter or a public road 
are obtained by combining the seven parameters presented at Section 4.1 
with the following changes : 
 
1. For Parameter A, each reservoir capacity of 1,000 m3 corresponds to 

50 animal units ; 
 

2. Once the equivalent is completed, we can find the value of Parameter 
B ; then the formula for the separating distance B x C x D x E x F x G 
does apply ; the following table shows the cases where C, D, E and F 
are equivalent to 1, only Parameter G varies depending on the 
neighbouring unit in question ; 

 
3. Separating distances related to storage premises for liquid manure1 

located at more 150 metres from a breeding installation. 
 

 
 

 
Storage capacity (m 3)2 

 

 
Separating distances (m)  

 
Dwelling 

 
Protected 

immovable 

 
Urbanization 

perimeter 

 
Public road 

 
1,000 

 
148 

 
295 

 
443 

 
30 

 
2,000 

 
184 

 
367 

 
550 

 
37 

 
3,000 

 
208 

 
416 

 
624 

 
42 

 
4,000 

 
228 

 
456 

 
684 

 
46 

 
5,000 

 
245 

 
489 

 
734 

 
49 

 
6,000 

 
259 

 
517 

 
776 

 
52 

 
7,000 

 
272 

 
543 

 
815 

 
54 

 
8,000 

 
283 

 
566 

 
849 

 
57 

 
9,000 

 
294 

 
588 

 
882 

 
59 

 
10,000 

 
304 

 
607 

 
911 

 
61 

 
1. For liquid manure, multiply the above distances by 0.8. 
2.  For other storage capacities, complete the necessary computation by using a proportional 

rule or data of Parameter A. 
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4.4 Separating distances relating to the spreading of f arm fertilizers  
 
Farm fertilizers must be able to be applied on all cultivated fields.  Minimal 
separating distances between a place where manure is spread and any 
dwelling house, any urbanization perimeter or any immovable protected by 
virtue of the Preservation of Agricultural Land and Agricultural Activities Act 
(LPTAA) are established in the following table. 
 
 

Separating distances relating to the spreading of f arm fertilizers 1
 

 
 

 
 

Required distance 
from a dwelling house, 

an urbanization perimeter 
or a protected immovable (m)  

 
Type 

 
Method of spreading  

 
June 15 to August 15 

 
Other times 

 
LIQUID 
MANURE 

 
spraying 
from  the air 

 
nozzle 

 
300 

 
300 

 
cannon 

 
300 

 
300 

 
liquid manure left on the 
surface more than 24 hours 

 
 

75 

 
 

25 
 
liquid manure incorporated in 
less than 24 hours 

 
 

25 

 
 
x 

 
spraying 

 
by ramp 

 
25 

 
x 

 
by tangle 

 
x 

 
x 

 
simultaneous incorporation 

 
x 

 
x 

 
SOLID 
MANURE 

 
fresh, left on the surface more than 24 hours 

 
75 

 
x 

 
fresh, incorporated in less than 24 hours 

 
x 

 
x 

 
deodorized compost 

 
x 

 
x 

 
 
1.     x = Spreading allowed up to the limits of the field. 
        
       The above table does not apply in the case of uninhabited urbanization perimeters.  In this case, spreading          

  is allowed up to the limits of the field. 
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4.5 Reciprocity principle and distance standards  
 
In the agricultural zone, an individual who wants to erect a dwelling house, a 
protected immovable or a public road on a lot must respect in relation to 
agricultural operations the following distances: 
 
• Public road: 37 metres; 
• Protected immovable: 367 metres; 
• Dwelling house: 184 metres. 
 
A municipality may not issue a building permit when these standards are not 
respected by the owner of the lot involved in the application, unless the latter 
provides for the purpose of registration at the Bureau de la publicité et des 
droits a declaration to the effect that he forgoes any recourse that he could 
have invoked with regard to each of neighbouring operation that must abide 
by such a distance standard if he had himself respected the standards 
imposed. 
 
This declaration has the effect of a true easement notwithstanding Section 
1,181 of the Québec Civil Code. This easement is established by a registered 
declaration against the lot involved in the application and against each of 
those on which are located buildings or infrastructures used for agricultural 
activities subject to standards for the separating distance. 
 
 
5.    PROVISIONS CONCERNING ACTIONS TAKEN ON THE ED GE OF  

LAKES AND WATERCOURSES  
 
The following provisions contribute to the protection of water, as well as of 
ecosystems and resources that it supports. 
 
 
5.1 Obligation to obtain an authorization  
 
For any structure or works susceptible to destroy or modify the vegetal cover 
of banks, to bare the land, to affect its stability or that encroach on the littoral, 
except for structures and works relating to forest management activities, the 
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execution of which is governed by the Forestry Act and its operating 
regulations, the obtaining of an authorization is mandatory. This authorization 
may be in the form of a building permit or a distinct authorization depending 
of the nature of the project. 
 
 
5.2 Measures relating to banks  
 
All structures and works are not allowed in banks, except: 
 
A) Construction or enlargement of a main building, under the following 

conditions: 
 
• the dimensions of the lot no longer allow for the construction or 

enlargement of this building after the establishment of the bank 
protection strip and that cannot reasonably done elsewhere on the lot; 

 
• the subdivision was done before the coming into force of the first 

Interim Control By-Law of the MRC of Pontiac on October 31st, 1983; 
 
• the lot is not located in a high-risk erosion or landslide area; 
 
• a minimal protection strip of five metres must compulsorily be preserved 

and maintained in its natural state. 
 
 
B)    Construction or erection of an auxiliary or accessory building such as  a 

shed or cabin is possible only on those parts of the bank that are not in 
their natural state, under the following conditions: 

 
• the dimensions of the lot no longer allow for the construction or erection 

of this building after the establishment of the bank protection strip; 
 
• the subdivision was done before the coming into force of the first 

Interim Control By-Law of the MRC of Pontiac on October 31st, 1983; 
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• a minimal protection strip of five metres must compulsorily be preserved 

and maintained in its natural state; 
 
• the auxiliary or accessory building must rest on land without excavation 

or embankment. 
 
 
C) Following works relating to the vegetation: 
 
• forest management activities governed by the Forestry Act and its 

operating regulations; 
 
• sanitary cutting, which means the felling or harvesting of deficient, 

spoiled, decaying, damaged or dead trees; 
 
• harvesting of 50 % of the trees with trunks of 10 centimetres and more 

in diameter, provided that a forest cover of at least 50 % is maintained 
on private woodlots used for forestry development or agricultural 
purposes; 

 
• cutting necessary for the erection of a building or an authorized work; 
 
• cutting necessary for the development of a 5-metre wide opening giving 

access to the body of water when the slope is less than 30 %;  this 
opening must be developed obliquely in relation to the body of water; 

 
• pruning and thinning necessary to develop a 5-metre wide opening 

when the slope of bank is more than 30 %, as well as a trail or stairs 
leading to the body of water; this opening must be developed obliquely 
in relation to the body of water; 

 
• seedlings and planting of vegetal species, trees or shrubs, as well as 

works aimed at restoring the permanent and durable vegetal covers; 
 
• various methods of herbaceous vegetation harvesting when the slope 

of bank is less than 30 %, and only at the top of embankments when 
the slope is more than 30 %. 
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D)    Cultivation of land for agricultural purposes; however, a minimal strip of 

3-metre wide must be preserved from the bank; furthermore, if there is 
an embankment and that the top of which is located at a distance less 
than 3 metres from the high water line, the width of the bank must 
include a minimum of one metre at the top of the embankment. 

 
 
E)    Following works: 
 
• erection of fences; 
 
• installation or setting up of outlets for an underground or surface 

drainage water system and pumping stations; 
 
• development of watercourse crossings relating to culverts and bridges 

and to roads giving access to them; 
 
• equipment necessary for aquaculture; 
 
• all septic tanks that conforms with the Règlement sur l=évacuation et le 

traitement des eaux usées des résidences isolées (a regulation 
respecting the disposal and purification of wastewater for isolated 
dwellings); 

 
• when the slope, nature of the soil and conditions of the land do not 

facilitate the restoration of the vegetal cover and natural character of 
banks, works and stabilization of banks with the help of stones, gabions 
or retaining wall, by using the more suitable technique likely to facilitate 
the possible restoration of the natural vegetation; 

 
• individual wells; 
 
• reconstruction or widening of an existing road, including farming and 

forestry roads; 
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• works necessary for the realization of structures, equipment and 

facilities authorized in the littoral zone in conformity with Section 5.3; 
 
• structures and works for municipal, commercial, industrial or public 

purposes or for public access purposes when duly authorized in 
accordance with the Environment Quality Act (LQE); 

 
• forestry management activities of which the undertaking is governed by 

the Regulation Respecting Operations Standards in the Forests of the 
Public Domain (RNI). 

 
 
5.3 Measures relating to the littoral  
 
All structures and works are prohibited in the littoral, except: 
 
• wharves, shelters or landing stages on piles, posts or cofferdams, or 

made up of floating platforms ; however, any part of these works 
intended to be submerged or in contact with water can not be done by 
using tar-lined, painted or chemically treated wooden materials; 

 
• development of watercourse crossings relating to ford crossings, 

culverts and bridges; 
 
• equipment necessary for aquaculture; 
 
• water intakes; 
 
• encroaching on the littoral necessary for the undertaking of works 

authorized in the bank; 
 
• cleaning and maintenance works without excavation that must be done 

in the watercourses by the municipalities or the MRC of Pontiac  in 
accordance with the powers and duties conferred by the Municipal 
Code; 
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• structures and works for municipal, commercial, industrial or public 

purposes or for public access purposes when duly authorized in 
accordance with the Environment Quality Act (LQE), the Conservation 
and Development of Wildlife Act, the Watercourses Act or any other 
law. 

 
 

5.4 Regulated lakes and watercourses  
 
All lakes and watercourses, public or private, with regular or intermittent flow 
located on the territory of the MRC of Pontiac are subject to these rules. 
 
 
6.       PROVISIONS CONCERNING STRUCTURES ALONG HIGHWAYS 
 
The terms and conditions that follow repeat some objectives mentioned in the 
chapter concerning transportation and propose means for a better 
management of highway corridors for the higher road network.  These terms 
and conditions also ensure for an adequate clearance for structures in 
relation to roads, highways or streets and in relation to the Pontiac Trail 
Regional Park. 
 
 
6.1 Special provisions concerning the higher networ k roads 
 
• Any driveway providing access for agriculture or forestry purposes is 

allowed ; 
 
• The issue of a building permit, a subdivision permit for one or several 

plots for development and a permit for a change of use or for any new 
street giving access to one of these roads is conditional upon the 
obtaining of an access permit issued by the Québec Ministry of 
Transport (MTQ). 
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6.2 Special provisions concerning the setback of st ructures along 

public roadways and along the Pontiac Trail Regiona l Park  
 
• Municipal planning by-laws must establish a minimal setback for any 

structure in relation to the right-of-way of streets where there are water 
and/or sewer systems ; in all cases, the minimal setback must be at 
least 6 metres in relation to the right-of-way of the street; 

 
• In the case of a street not serviced with water and sewer systems, the 

minimal setback for any structure must be at least 8 metres; 
 
• Along the higher network roads, the setback for any structure outside 

an urbanization perimeter or an urban perimeter must be at least 15 
metres in relation to the right-of-way of the road; within urbanization 
perimeters and urban perimeters crossed by a higher network road, the 
minimal setback must be at least 6 metres when the existing setback is 
already quite forward in relation to the right-of-way of the road ; if it is 
not the case, the minimal setback must be at least 10 metres in relation 
to the right-of-way of the road ; 

 
• Along the Pontiac Trail Regional Park (PPJ Cyclopark), the setback for 

any structure must be at least 8 metres in relation to the right-of-way of 
the trail; on the other hand, within urbanization perimeters and urban 
perimeters, the minimal setback may be reduced to 4 metres for an 
accessory building (shed, cabin, etc.). 
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7.     SPECIAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING MUNICIPAL WATE R 

INTAKES  
 
The following provisions apply to municipalities taking their water from a well, 
lake or river. These provisions aim at limiting the effects on the quality of 
drinkable water. 
 
 
7.1 Immediate and near protection perimeter  
 
A protection perimeter of 30 metres applies to all equipment and installations 
necessary to intake surface water (lake or river) or from a well supplying a 
water system.  Except for the installations necessary for the operation of the 
water intake, no activity, land use, embankment or excavation is allowed 
within this perimeter.  Furthermore, the premises must be adequately fenced 
and locked or be protected by other adequate means to prevent risks. 
 
7.2 Distance perimeter  
 
In order that these perimeters are precisely established, municipalities must 
refer to the Guide relatif aux périmètres de protection autour des captages 
d=eau souterraine (a guide relating to protection perimeters around 
underground water intakes) made in 1995. 
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8. PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE PRESERVATION AND FELLI NG 
OF TREES IN THE FORESTRY, AGRICULTURAL, AGRO-
FORESTRY AND RECREATIONAL LAND USE DESIGNATIONS 

 
The following provisions are the result of the aim and objectives related to the 
forestry environment with respect to the sustainable development of the 
forestry resource, as well as those related to the preservation of the 
environment and landscapes included in the first part of the Rrevised Land 
Use Development Plan. 
 
 
8.1 Provisions concerning the felling of trees on p rivate land 
 
The felling of trees on private land must take into account the following 
provisions. These provisions affect any individual or legal entity as well as 
any private person.  No local municipality may withdraw from the enforcement 
of the following standards. 
 
The responsibility to apply the provisions concerning the felling of trees on 
private land falls to the owner and to the operator of the bushlot where the 
harvest occurs. 
 
Forests in the public domain are not subject to the following standards since 
the Regulation Respecting Standards of Intervention in Forests of Public 
Domain (RNI) provide therein provisions to that effect. 
 
 
8.2 Obtaining a certificate of authorisation relate d to the felling of 

trees 
 
The obtaining of a certificate of authorization related to the felling of trees is 
not mandatory for harvesting any volume of wood.  However, after the first 
anniversary of the coming into force of municipal planning by-laws following 
their approval by the MRC Council, the obtaining of a certificate of 
authorization may be re-evaluated by the said council if abusive forest 
harvests and unplanned interventions are still made in private forests. 
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8.3 Intolerant stands:  coniferous stands (except w hite pine, hemlock 
and cedar), intolerant hardwood stands (poplar stan ds and white 
birch stands), mixed stands with coniferous dominan ce and 
mixed stands with intolerant hardwood dominance 

 
These stands include a majority of stems of species considered intolerant 
(better adapted to the sun) and, for this reason, these stands are therefore 
considered as intolerant stands. 

 
A stand must cover a minimum surface area of 2 hectares (ha) to be 
considered as such. 
 
For the purpose of the Revised Land Use Development Plan, the following 
species are, among others, considered as intolerant : poplars, white or paper 
birch, pines (except white pine), spruces, larch, balsam fir and all other 
softwoods with the exception of white pine, hemlock and cedar which are not, 
here, considered as intolerant species. 
 
Without  the official approval of the municipal inspector, only a harvest of 
stems meeting one of the following criteria is allowed within intolerant stands: 
 
A__ Uniform residual basal area of 16 m2; 
 
Or 
 
B__ Uniform harvest, on a 20-year cutting cycle, of one-third of the stems of 
each of the commercial species with a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 
16 cm and more; 
 
Or 
 
C__ Uniform diameter limit cut based on a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 
20 cm up to a maximum harvest of 35 % of stems. 
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In addition and according to the following criteria, the harvest by blocks in 
intolerant stands of all commercial stems of a diameter of 20 cm and more, at 
stump height, is allowed: 
 
• A maximum of 20 % of the forested area of a lot in blocks not exceeding 

4 ha; 
 
Or 
 
• A maximum of 40 % of the forested area of a lot in blocks not exceeding 

2 ha. 
 
These blocks must be surrounded by a wooded strip of at least 60 m where 
treatment A, B or C must be applied without gaps within these wooded strips. 
 
A gap is defined as an area that does not have a uniform distribution of 
500 stems of commercial species to the hectare (approximately 1 stem per 
20 m2 or every 4.5 m) with a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 16 cm or 
more and a height of more than 7 m. 
 
Before proceeding with further harvesting in these wooded strips or by blocks 
in the intolerant stands of the lot, harvested blocks must meet one of the 
following criteria: 
 
• Uniform distribution of more than 1,500 stems of commercial species to 

the hectare (approximately 1 stem every 2.5 m) the height of which 
reaches more than 4 m ; 

 
Or 
 
• Uniform distribution of at least 500 stems of commercial species to the 

hectare (approximately 1 stem per 20 m2 or every 4.5 m) the height of 
which reaches more than 7 m ; 
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Or 
 
• Uniform distribution of at least 300 stems of commercial species to the 

hectare (approximately 1 stem per every 5.5 m) with a diameter at 
stump height (DSH) of 16 cm or more ; 

 

Or 
 
• A period of 5 years has elapsed since the harvest. 
 
 
8.4 Tolerant stands:  white pine stands, hemlock st ands, cedar 

stands, tolerant hardwood stands and mixed stands w ith tolerant 
hardwood dominance 

 
These stands include a majority of stems of species considered tolerant 
(better adapted to the shade) or include more than 75 % of hardwoods in 
which the proportion of hardwoods considered tolerant is bigger than the 
proportion of other hardwoods considered intolerant. For this reason, these 
stands are therefore considered as tolerant stands. 
 
A stand must cover a minimum surface area of 2 hectares (ha) to be 
considered as such. 
 
For the purpose of the Revised Land Use Development Plan, the following 
species are, among others, considered as tolerant : white pine, hemlock, 
cedar, maples, yellow birch, beech, basswood, black cherry, oaks, hickories, 
walnut, butternut, ash and elm. 
 
Without the official approval of the municipal inspector, only a harvest of 
stems meeting one of the following criteria is allowed within tolerant stands: 
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A__ Uniform residual basal area of 16 m2 ; 
 
• Within tolerant stands, at least 60 % of the residual stems must be of 

tolerant commercial species; 
 
Or 
 
B__ Uniform harvest, on a 20-year cutting cycle, of one-third of the stems of 
each of the commercial species with a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 16 
cm and more; 
 
Or 
 
C__ Uniform diameter limit cut based on a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 
36 cm for white pine, oak and sugar maple, and of 26 cm for all other 
commercial species. 
 
•••• If more than 70 % of the commercial stems in the stand have a DSH of 

36 cm and more, the maximum harvest must not exceed 35 % of the 
stems. 

 
In addition and according to the following criteria, the harvest by gaps in 
tolerant stands of all stems of a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 16 cm 
and more is allowed.  A maximum of two (2) gaps to the hectare with a 
surface area not exceeding 400 m2 each is allowed. 

 
These gaps must be surrounded by a wooded strip of at least 25 m where 
treatment A, B or C must be applied without gaps within these wooded strips. 
 
A gap is defined as an area that does not have a uniform distribution of 
500 stems of commercial species to the hectare (approximately 1 stem per 
20 m2 or every 4.5 m) with a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 16 cm or 
more and a height of more than 7 m. 
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Before proceeding with further harvesting by gaps or in the surrounding 
wooded strips in the same cutover, harvested gaps must be regenerated.  A 
gap is considered regenerated when it meets the following criteria : 
 
• Uniform distribution of 500 stems of commercial species to the hectare 

(approximately 1 stem per 20 m2 or every 4.5 m) with a diameter at 
stump height (DSH) of 16 cm or more and a height of more than 7 m. 

 
Gaps may not encroach on wooded strips along public traffic lanes, lakes 
and watercourses, and those surrounding gaps or blocks. 

 
Bumper trees should be used along skid trails. 

 
 
8.5 Provisions applicable to all types of stands 
 
8.5.1 Establishment of roads, piling and bucking ar eas 
 
Without  the official approval of the municipal inspector, the forested area to 
be bared for the establishment of roads and areas for piling and bucking 
necessary for forest harvest must not exceed 20 % of the total forested 
surface area of the lot. 
 
Piling and bucking areas must be cleaned of any inorganic matter as soon as 
possible without however exceeding 6 months. 
 
 
8.5.2 Tops of hills, slopes of more than 30 % and v ery humid or very 

dry sites 
 
Without  the official approval of the municipal inspector, on high ridges and 
crests or tops of hills, on slopes of more than 30% and in very humid or very 
dry sites, only a harvest of stems meeting one of the following criteria is 
allowed: 
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A__ Uniform residual basal area of 16 m2 ; 
 
• Within tolerant stands, at least 60 % of the residual stems must be of 

tolerant commercial species of a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 16 
cm and more. 

 
Or 
 
B__ Uniform harvest, on a 20-year cutting cycle, of one-third of the stems of 
each of the commercial species with a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 
16 cm and more ; 
 
Or 
 
C__ Uniform diameter limit cut based on a diameter at stump height (DSH) of 
36 cm for white pine, oak and sugar maple, and of 26 cm for all other 
species. 
 
•••• If more than 70 % of the commercial stems in the stand have a DSH of 

36 cm and more, the maximum harvest must not exceed 35 % of the 
stems. 

 
No gaps are allowed. 
 
• A gap is defined as an area that does not have a uniform distribution of 

at least 500 stems of commercial species to the hectare (approximately 
1 stem per 20 m2 or every 4.5 m) with a diameter at stump height (DSH) 
of 16 cm or more and a height of more than 7 m. 

 
To prevent erosion, skid trails and roads should, as far as possible, not be 
parallel to the slope or run straight downhill for long stretches. There should 
be, at regular intervals, slight direction changes to channel most of the water, 
which falls on the rolling surface area, outside of it. 
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As much as possible, the harvesting of stands on thin or humid soils must be 
done when the soil is sufficiently frozen or in any other manner likely to 
support the operating machinery without producing ruts in excessive number 
and without scalping the soil or unduly compacting it. 
 
 
8.5.3 Wooded strips along public traffic lanes, cor ridors, sites and 

territories of aesthetic interest, drinking water s upply sources, 
sludge disposal sites and waste disposal sites 

 
Without the official approval of the municipal inspector, within the wooded 
strips along public traffic lanes, corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic 
interest, drinking water supply sources, sludge disposal sites and waste 
disposal sites, only the harvesting, in accordance with the terms and 
conditions provided for in Section 8.5.2  (tops of hills, slopes of more than   
30 %, very humid or very dry sites) is allowed. 
 
Piling and bucking areas are not allowed along the mentioned wooded strips 
or in the wooded strips surrounding gaps and blocks. 
 
 
8.5.4 Special provisions concerning the protection of lakes and 

watercourses 
 
Over and above the provisions concerning interventions along the shores of 
lakes and riverbanks and, without  the official approval of the municipal 
inspector, the following provisions apply: 
 
• Along lakes and watercourse with permanent flow, a wooded strip of a 

minimum width of 30 metres measured from the high water line must be 
preserved ; only the harvesting of stems, in accordance with the terms 
and conditions provided for in Section 8.5.2  (tops of hills, slopes of 
more than 30 %, very humid or very dry sites) is allowed ;  movement of 
heavy machinery is forbidden within the first 20 metres from the high 
water line, except for the construction and maintenance of an access 
road to the lake or watercourse, and the erection of an equipment or 
infrastructure; 
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• Along watercourses with intermittent flow, a wooded strip of a minimum 

width of 10 metres must be preserved, measured from the high water 
line; only the harvesting of stems, in accordance with the terms and 
conditions provided for in Section 8.5.2  (tops of hills, slopes of more 
than 30 %, very humid or very dry sites), is allowed ; movement of 
heavy machinery is forbidden therein, except for the construction and 
maintenance of an access road to the lake or watercourse and the 
erection of an equipment or infrastructure;  

 
• It is forbidden to divert or dig a watercourse, to encroach on a 

watercourse or a lake, to lower or raise the level of water of a lake, 
unless authorization is obtained from the local municipality, the regional 
county municipality or the Québec Ministry of Environment; 

 
• It is forbidden to dump earth, tree felling waste or any other matter in 

lakes and watercourses ; furthermore, it is forbidden to wash machinery 
within the wooded strip along lakes and watercourses, to dump oil 
therein, chemical products or any other polluting matter; 

 
• Trees must be felled in a way to avoid that they fall in lakes and 

watercourses;  when this situation occurs, lakes and watercourses must 
be cleaned and all debris from the operation must be removed as soon 
as possible ; 

 
• As far as possible, watercourse crossings must be built at right angle 

(90 degrees) with the watercourse; 
 
• It is forbidden to use any watercourse as an access or skidding trail;  

adequate  bridges, bridging or culverts allowing for the natural flow of 
water during peak flow must be installed each time a road or a skidding 
trail crosses a watercourse ;  the installation of a bridge, of bridging or of 
a culvert may not reduce by more than 20 % the width of the 
watercourse, measured at the natural high water line ; the final works 
must be stabilized and able to support the traffic without allowing 
sediment in the water, without eroding the shores and without affecting 
the present spawning grounds ;  the diameter of culverts to be installed 
must be at least 45 cm or its equivalent  and its extremities must 
protrude from the backfill without exceeding a distance of 30 cm. 
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Local municipalities are responsible to define the terms adequate  and 
equivalent  used in the previous paragraph.  When the watercourse and the 
earth in the surroundings is frozen to a depth of more than 35 cm, the 
obligations mentioned in the previous paragraph do not apply. 
 

 
8.6 Provisions concerning the preservation of the f orest cover along 

public traffic lanes 
 
A wooded strip of a minimum of 30 metres must be preserved along public 
traffic lanes.  Only the harvesting of stems, in accordance with the terms and 
conditions provided for in Section 8.5.2 (tops of hills, slopes of more than   
30 %, very humid or very dry sites), is allowed. 
 
 
8.7 Provisions concerning the preservation of the f orest cover along 

drinking water supply sources, sludge disposal site s and waste 
disposal sites 

 
A wooded strip of a minimum width of 30 metres must be preserved along 
water supply sources, sludge disposal sites and waste disposal sites.  Only 
the harvesting of stems, in accordance with the terms and conditions 
provided for in Section 8.5.2  (tops of hills, slopes of more than 30 %, very 
humid or very dry sites), is allowed. 
 
The local municipality or the regional county municipality may enforce 
additional protection measures for its supply sources in order to limit the 
undermining of the quality of drinking water.  Every lot owner must conform to 
these additional protection measures during the harvesting of ligneous 
matter. 
 

 
8.8 Special provisions concerning piling and buckin g areas  
 
• Piling and bucking areas must be cleaned of any inorganic matter as 

soon as possible after forestry operations without exceeding a time limit 
of six months; 
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• Piling and bucking areas may not encroach into the wooded strips along 

public traffic lanes, corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic interest, 
drinking water supply sources, sludge disposal sites and waste disposal 
sites ; 

 
• Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, piling and bucking areas may 

not encroach into the wooded strips along public traffic lanes, along 
lakes and watercourses or those surrounding gaps or blocks, unless  
having obtained the authorization of the local municipality which, taking 
into account the topography of the site, will establish the necessity. 

 
 
8.9 Special provisions on building plots 
 
For any wooded lot already built for residential purposes or about to be, at 
least one-third of the stems of a diameter of 16 centimetres and more 
measured at the height of the stump (DSH) must be preserved. 
 
• When the plot is located along a lake or a watercourse, the wooded 

strip is not included in the one-third of stems rule ; 
 
• This provision does not apply within urbanization perimeters, urban 

perimeters and local centres. 
 

 
8.10 Exceptions and exemptions 
 
The previous provisions do not apply within urban cores, intermediate centres 
and local centres identified in the Revised Land Use Development Plan since 
felling of trees within these agglomerations is governed by the planning by-
laws of the local municipalities. 
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Stands affected in volume or quality by natural causes (wind-felled trees, fire, 
insect epidemic, diseases) may be exceptions to these rules and may be the 
subject of special intervention measures for the surface area affected. A 
silvicultural prescription signed by a forestry engineer member of the Québec 
Order of Forestry Engineers (OIFQ) for these special measures must be 
submitted to the local municipality. This prescription must also include 
measures for the return to production of the surface area affected. 
 
For any exemption to the standards mentioned previously, it is necessary to 
submit to the local municipality a silvicultural prescription signed by a forestry 
engineer member of the Québec Order of Forestry Engineers (OIFQ) in which 
he explains the need to depart from the previous provisions and the terms 
and conditions of implementation of these special measures starting at the 
intervention up to the return to production of the surface area affected. 
 
Felling of trees for the erection of a building or for any other use in conformity 
with the zoning by-law of the local municipality, for public purposes or for the 
maintenance of public right-of-ways, is not aimed at by this by-law. 
 
A clearcut is allowed when it aims at allowing the use of the soil for purposes 
of agricultural production or development. To do this, the application for the 
certificate of authorization must be accompanied by a written evaluation 
prepared by an agronomist member of the Québec Order of Agronomists 
(OAQ) and the authorization of the local municipality with respect to the 
forestry land use designation. 
 
Notwithstanding the preceding paragraphs, the municipal inspector may 
approve the location of access roads to the lot and of piling areas along 
public traffic lanes and of the conforming meanings that apply to the terms 
adequate  and equivalent  with respect to watercourse crossings. 
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8.11 General provisions concerning the transportati on of wood 
 
The owner of the lot and the forestry operator assume the responsibility 
incurred according to the regulations in force when damage due to wood 
harvesting occurs to a public traffic lane under the jurisdiction of a local 
municipality. 
 
During the thaw period or during any other period of the year when the load 
capacity of the roads is weakened, the local municipality or the regional 
county municipality reserve the right to regulate the transportation of wood on 
all roads under their jurisdiction. 
 
 
9. SPECIAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING CORRIDORS, SITES AND 

TERRITORIES OF AESTHETIC INTEREST 
 
The following provisions aim at the development and preservation of the 
visual context of corridors, of sites and of territories of aesthetic interest. 
 
 
9.1 Provisions concerning the activities and uses f orbidden along 

corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic inter est 
 
The following activities and uses are forbidden along corridors, sites and 
territories of aesthetic interest, unless a wooded strip of a minimum of 15 
metres that is not the object of any cuts or unless a visual screen integrating 
itself with the neighbouring environment, allows them to be concealed. 
 
• Accumulation site of automobile vehicle or machinery carcasses; 
• Accumulation yards for the disposal of used parts of automobile 

vehicles; 
• Accumulation site of furniture objects, demolition debris, scrap metal 

and waste of all nature; 
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• Accumulation site of wood residues and waste, in-trench disposal sites, 

dry material and used snow disposal sites; 
• Auctions and flea markets, except in the urbanization perimeters, urban 

perimeters and local centres. 
 
 
9.2 Provisions concerning the preservation of the f orest cover along 

corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic inter est 
 
9.2.1 On public land 
 
For the portions of corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic interest located 
on public land, the Regulation Respecting the Standards of Intervention in the 
Forests of Public Domain (RNI) apply. 
 
 
9.2.2 On private land 
 
A wooded strip of a minimal width of 30 metres must be preserved along 
corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic interest.  Only the harvesting of 
stems, in accordance with the terms and conditions provided for in Section 
8.5.2 (tops of hills, slopes of more than 30 %, very humid or very dry sites), is 
allowed. 
 
Corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic interest located in whole or in part 
on private land are the Ottawa, Coulonge, Dumoine and Black Rivers, 
Highways 148, 301, 303 and 366, the old Highway 8 (Waltham-Chapeau-
Sheenboro Highway), the Bois-Franc, Great Chute, Dumoine and Picanoc 
Roads, the Regional Park of the Pontiac Trail (PPJ Cyclopark) and the Great 
Chute of the Coulonge River. 
 
 
9.2.3 Special provision concerning piling and bucki ng areas 
 
Piling and bucking areas may not encroach into the wooded strips along 
corridors, sites and territories of aesthetic interest. 
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9.2.4 Provisions concerning sites and territories o f aesthetic interest 
located on public land 

 
Sites and territories of aesthetic interest located on public land are the 
Lafontaine Islands, the Oiseau Rock and Mount O'Brien.  Oiseau Rock and 
Mount O’Brien will be the subject of an application for registration as sites of 
interest in the Public Land Use Designation Plan. 
 
 
9.3 Provisions concerning activities and uses autho rized on sites 

and territories of aesthetic interest 
 
Only uses, equipment, installations and activities allowing for the ecological, 
recreational, touristic or public development of sites and territories of 
aesthetic interest, are authorized. 
 
 
10. PROVISIONS CONCERNING SITES AND TERRITORIES OF 

ECOLOGICAL INTEREST 
 
The following provisions aim at the preservation and development of 
deeryards and the Bristol marshes, as well as the protection of heronries. 
 
 
10.1 Provisions concerning deeryards 
 
The preceding provisions on felling of trees apply in deeryards.  Wood 
harvesting should be done during winter and waste from the felling left on the 
ground. 
 
To the extent that it is possible, groups of trees or groves, in particular of 
hemlock or cedar, should be left at regular intervals to offer to deer winter 
shelters and a greater facility in their movements to feed themselves. 
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10.2 Special provisions concerning heronries 
 
Within a radius of 200 metres around a heronry, no activity of felling and of 
harvesting of trees, of return to forestry production and of construction or 
improvement of roads is authorized at any time. 
 
In the 300 metres following (between 200 and 500 metres around a heronry), 
no activity as described in the preceding paragraph is authorized between 
April 1st and August 1st of each year. 
 
 
10.3 Special provisions concerning the Bristol mars hes 
 
Are only authorized the activities and uses necessary or suitable to develop 
the site for ecological purposes. Felling of trees is forbidden therein. 
 
 
11.  PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE SITES WITH CONSTRAINTS TO 

THE OCCUPATION OF LAND  
 
Terms and conditions concerning the sites with constraints to the occupation 
of land allow for the limitation of effects on the safety of individuals and 
possessions. 
 
 
11.1 Special provisions concerning the sites with c onstraints of 

natural source 
 
As mentioned in the first part of the Revised Land Development Plan, after 
the renewal of the Canada-Québec Agreement, the MRC Council proceeded 
with a better definition of flood zones on the territory and of terms and 
conditions that must be applied to.  As soon as these zones will be better 
defined and as far as they will be, terms and conditions will apply 
automatically. 
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11.1.2 Special conditions relating to the issue of a build ing permit in 

the landslide zones 
 
In the high-risk zones 
 
• No structure, no subdivision, no septic tank, no embankment or 

excavation and no changes in the vegetation are allowed at the foot and 
the top of the embankment. 

 
In the medium-risk zones 
 
• The minimal area of lots is 4,000 m2 each; 
 
• Septic tanks, embankment at the top and excavation at the foot of the 

embankment are forbidden; 
 
• Deforestation of more than 1,000 m2 per plot is forbidden; 
 
• Planting of vegetal species in parts bared at the time of works must be 

carried out; 
 
• Notwithstanding the above, subdivision and construction are only 

allowed when a study made by an engineer member of the Québec 
Order of Engineers (OIQ) has certified that it is possible to establish a 
use without risk for the safety of individuals and possessions. 

 
In the low-risk zones 
 
• Agricultural activities and single-family housing are allowed; 
 
• Structures with two storeys maximum; 
 
• The minimal area of lots must be 6,000 m2 each ; this area may be 

reduced to 4,000 m2 when a study made by an engineer member of the 
Québec Order of Engineers (OIQ) has certified that it is possible to 
establish a use without risk for the safety of individuals and 
possessions; 

 
• Deforestation of more than 1,000 m2 is forbidden; 
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• Planting of vegetal species in parts bared at the time of works must be 

carried out. 
 

In all types of flood zones previously identified 
 
In all types of flood zones identified in the previous pages, where there is a 
presence of movable soils (clay or sand) of which the slope is more than     
25 %, unless a study made by an engineer member of the Québec Order of 
Engineers (OIQ) has certified that it is possible to establish a use without risk 
for the safety of individuals and possessions, are forbidden: 
 
• Construction of residential buildings with two storeys or less, unless 

preserving protection strips equal to twice the height of the embankment 
at its top and once its height at the base ; 

 
• Construction of residential buildings with more than two storeys, non 

residential buildings and of roads and streets, unless preserving 
protection strips equal to five times the height of the embankment and 
two times the height at the base. 

 
 
11.2 Special provisions concerning the sites with c onstraints of 

anthropic source  
 
The provisions in the following table set minimal standards for the location of 
sites that may cause nuisances to some activities or uses nearby. 
Conversely, protection perimeters do apply for the establishment of the same 
activities and uses near sites that may cause nuisances. 
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Minimal standards for the location of uses and func tions with regard to 
the area of constraint  
 
 

 
LAND USES AND FUNCTIONS  

 
AREA 

 OF 
CONSTRAINT 

 
Housing 

 
Recreational 
or tourist trail 

or site 

 
Stream 

 
Lake 

and river 

 
Airport 

 
Higher 

network road 
and public 

road 
 

Residual 
materials 

disposal site 
and old dump 

 
500 

metres 

 
300 

metres 

 
150 

metres 

 
300 metres 

 
3 kilometres 

 
150 

metres 

 
Septic tanks 

sludge 
disposal site 

 
500 

metres 

 
150  

metres 

 
150 

metres 

 
300 metres 

 
3 kilometres 

 
150 

metres 

 
Snow removal 
disposal site 

 
150 

metres 

 
75 

metres 

 
75 

metres 

 
150 metres 

 
- 

 
150 

metres 
 
Mining residue 

pile 

 
100 

metres 

 
75 

metres 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
Gravel 

and sand pits 

 
150 

metres 

 
150 

metres 

 
60 

metres 

 
60 metres 

 
- 

 
35 

metres 
 
Asphalt plant 

 
200 

metres 

 
 

 
100 

metres 

 
200 metres 

 
- 

 
- 

 
Quarry 

 
600 

metres 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
Electrical 

or petroleum 
station 

 
150 

metres 

 
60 

metres 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
60 

metres 
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12.  PROVISIONS CONCERNING LAKES DUMONT AND ST. PATRICK  
 
The following provisions follow from the aims and objectives mentioned in the 
themes concerning the waterside environment and referring mostly to the 
protection of the integrity of the environment.  
 
 
12.1 Special provisions concerning the dimension an d minimal area of 

lots  
 
• Minimal area: 5,600 m2; 
 
• Minimal frontage: 61 metres; 
 
• Minimal depth: 75 metres. 
 
 
12.2 Special provisions concerning construction  
 
• No main or accessory building may be established at less than 25 

metres from the high water line of the lake; 
 
• The minimal area of any main building must be 36 m2; 
 
• Only one accessory building is allowed on each lot; 
 
• Mobile homes are forbidden in the 300-metre strip along these lakes; 
 
• Trailer caravans may be allowed along these lakes, but only at a place 

intended for this specific purpose; 
 
• On the littoral of these lakes, boat shelters are forbidden; 
 
• The outside of buildings must be made up of natural material or 

imitation of natural material and of sober colours integrated to the 
environment ; only the following material are allowed: 
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� Wood or wood product for outdoor finish, painted or treated, 
except for wafer panels ; 

 
� Sheets made in aluminium, steel, vinyl or similar coloured 

material or pre-painted in factory ; 
 
� Natural or reconstituted stone and bricks. 

 
• For each lot, over and above the protection strip along the lakes, 

deforestation is only permitted for the establishment of the building or 
for the main use, or the accessory building, if need be, and septic tanks, 
as well as for access roads to the lot and buildings ; however, sanitary 
cutting intended for the elimination of dead trees, trees infected by 
insects or dangerous for the safety of individuals and possessions, is 
allowed.  

 
 
13.     PROVISIONS CONCERNING CONSTRUCTION ON ISLANDS 
 
The following provisions apply to all the islands unconnected to the mainland 
by a bridge or a culvert. These provisions aim at the preservation of these 
fragile environments. 
 
 
13.1 On public land 
 
Construction of any new dwelling is forbidden on islands of public holding, 
unless it is for the purposes of an outfitter or their utilization for recreational 
purposes. 
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13.2 On private land 
 
On islands of private holding, the following provisions do apply: 
 
• When a construction project provides for a water supply system with 

pipes under pressure, a study made by an engineer member of the 
Québec Order of Engineers (OIQ) must show that the piece of land is 
suitable for septic tanks ; the application must also include an 
agreement to service the septic tank; 

 
• The minimal area of any lot is 5,600 m2; 
 
• Independently of the slope, the waterside protection strip is at least 25 

metres. 
 
 
14.  PROVISIONS CONCERNING MOBILE HOMES AND TRAILER  

CARAVANS 
 
14.1 Mobile homes  
 
On the territory of the local municipalities, mobile homes may be only located 
in zones provided for this purpose in their planning by-laws.  This excludes 
mobile buildings used temporarily on construction sites, and forestry and 
mining roads. 
 
 
14.2 Trailer caravans 
 
On the territory of the local municipalities, unless there are special provisions 
for their establishment, trailer caravans may only be located in campgrounds 
or zones specifically intended for this purpose, but outside the urbanization 
perimeters and urban perimeters.  
  

 
 


