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Minutes of the meeting of the Regional County Municipality of Pontiac Council, held on 
Tuesday March 25, 2008 at 9 a.m., in Campbell’s Bay, under the chairmanship of the warden 
Mr. Michael McCrank, and to which are present: 
 
 
 
1. OPENING AND ATTENDANCE 
 

MM.  Joseph Squitti   Alleyn-et-Cawood 
Scott Wilson  Bristol* 
Albert Davis  Bryson 
Jean-Louis Auger  Campbell's Bay 
Donald Gagnon   Chichester 
John A. Lang  Clarendon 
Raymond Durocher  Fort-Coulonge 
Paul-Émile Maleau   Grand-Calumet 
Brian Adam  L’Isle-aux-Allumettes** 
Terry Richard  Otter Lake 
Ken O’Leary  Litchfield 
Richard Romain  Mansfield-et-Pontefract 
Gerald Manwell  Portage-du-Fort 

 Jim Gibson   Rapides-des-Joachims 
 Albert Armstrong  Shawville 

Roy Perrault  Sheenboro 
Ross Vowles  Thorne 
Wayne Venne  Waltham 
Rémi Bertrand  Directeur général par intérim 
Michael McCrank  Préfet MRC Pontiac** 
 

Absent :  
 
*We register the arrival of Mr. Scott Wilson at 9h20. 
**We register the departure of Mr. Michael McCrank at 12h50. 
 
 

2. READING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
C.M. 2008-035 
 
It is moved by Mr. Armstrong and seconded by Mr. Maleau and resolved to adopt the 
agenda as modified. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

3. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 28th of JANUARY 2008 MEETING  
 
C.M. 2008-036 
 
It is moved by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mr. Gagnon and resolved to adopt the minutes 
of the January 28, 2008 meeting. 

  
CARRIED 

 
 
MAYORS ATTEND THE GPL DICTATION COMPETITION IN THE SCHOOL GYM. 

 
 
A. – VISITORS AND QUESTION PERIOD 

 
Ministry of Transport (1 hour) 
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Transfer of the responsibility of bridges 
Mr. Jacques Filion and Mr. Marc Bussière 
 
 
10h00 
 

4. PUBLIC -- QUESTION PERIOD 
 
 

B. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 

 
COMITÉ D’ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
19-2-08 

 
5. FILING OF LISTS OF ACCOUNTS APPROVED AND PAID BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

COMMITTEE SINCE JANUARY 28, 2008. 
 
FILING OF DOCUMENTS. 
 

 
6. REMUNERATION OF ELECTED 

 
C.M. 2008-037 
 
WHEREAS a NOTICE OF MOTION with dispense of lecture was given at the 

Council of Mayors at the January 28th, 2008 meeting; 
 
WHEREAS The Administrative Committee for the MRC Pontiac was mandated 

by the Council of mayors to establish the remuneration of members 
of council, retroactive to January 1st, 2008. 

 
FOR THESE REASONS; 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Maleau and seconded by Mr. Vowles and resolve to adopt By-Law 
136-2008 modifying the By-law at article 2 providing for the remuneration of elected officials 
as presented below: 
 
Mayors’. council $   5,000 
Head of committees  $   7,500  
Pro-warden  $ 15,000 
Warden  $ 30,000 
 
CARRIED  
 
Mr. Manwell opposes the resolution 
 
 

7. BIOMASS SYMPOSIUM 
 
INFORMATION 
 
The Administrative Committee of the MRC Pontiac nominates Sirs Joe Squitti, Ross 
Vowles, Paul-Émile Maleau, John A. Lang, pro-warden Brian Adam, and Rémi Bertrand as 
MRC representatives at the Biomass Symposium in Aylmer Québec in April 2008.  
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUS 
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8. VVAP AGREEMENT SIGNING AUTHORITY (CIBLÉ VILLES ET VILLAGES D’ART ET 

DE PATRIMONIE) (2E AGENT) (B. KUHN) 
 
C.M. 2008-038 
 
It is proposed by Mr. Durocher and seconded by Mr. Maleau to identify the warden, Mr. 
Mike McCrank, as the signing authority, on behalf of the Pontiac MRC, for the VVAP 
Agreement (entente ciblé Villes et villages d’art et de patrimoine)with the ministère de la 
Culture, des Communications et de la Condition féminine. 
 
CARRIED 
 

9. SIGNING AUTHORITY ON BEHALF OF THE PONTIAC MRC FOR THE CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT  
 
C.M. 2008-039 
 
It is proposed by Mr. Romain an seconded by Mr. Vowles to identify the warden, Mr. Mike 
McCrank, as the signing authority, on behalf of the Pontiac MRC, for the Cultural 
Development Agreement (entente de développement culturel) to be concluded with the 
ministère de la Culture, des Communications et de la Condition féminine. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

10. LAPTOPS FOR MAYORS 
 
CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Administrative Committee recommends to the Council of mayors that the MRC of 
Pontiac refrain from the purchase of laptops for the Mayors until such time as suitable 
accommodations are in place. 
 
The Administrative Committee mandates Mr. Bertrand to provide the mayors with the 
individual price to purchase laptops which would meet our requirements and it is also 
agreed that the costs and the purchase will be left up to the individual municipalities. 
 
Some members voice their disagreement. 
 
 

11. LAPTOPS FOR THE MRC – SIGNING AUTORITY FOR MR. RÉMI BERTRAND 
 
C.M. 2008-040 
 
The Administrative Committee resolved to revise the amount of $ 72,483.79 as stated in 
resolution 2008-031 adopted at the January 28, 2008 meeting of the Council of Mayors for 
the leasing of the computers for the MRC Pontiac building.  
 
The council of mayors resolves to supports the Administration Committee’s 
recommendation. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

12. REGIONAL COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY ROADS ON THE PUBLIC TERRITORY 
 
C.M. 2008-041 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Maleau and seconded by Mr Durocher and resolved to name Mr. 
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Dean Pantalone be nominated as the MRC Pontiac representatives on the regional 
committee on forestry roads on the public territory. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

13. PUBLIC SECURITY 
 
INFORMATION 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE 2008 PRIORITIES 
 
The Administrative Committee recommends that the Council of mayors adopt the 2008 
priorities as presented by Mr. Sylvain Ares to the Administration Committee on February 
19th 2008. 
 
The mayors recommend that priority 3 become priority 1. 
 
Mr. Ares will be invited back to the Administration Committee to establish the order of the 
priorities. It is recommended that the municipalities have problems advice the 
administration committee. 
 
 
 
C.M. 2008-042 
 
WHEREAS  the Council of Mayors recommend that priority No. 3 become 

priority No. 1; 
 
WHEREAS  it is recommended that should municipalities have any 

problems that they advice the Administration Committee; 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Vowles and seconded by Mr. Auger and resolved to accept the 
Administration Committee’s recommendation to adopt the 2008 priorities as presented by 
Mr. Sylvain Ares to the Administration Committee on February 19th 2008. 
 
CALL FOR A VOTE 
 
6 representatives vote AGAINST 
12 representatives vote FOR 
The resolution carrying the reference number C.M. 2008-042 is known to be carried with a 
majority. 
 
 

14. ANNUAL CULTURAL PURCHASE 
 
The Administrative Committee recommends to the Council of mayors that a monetary 
figure of $ 1,000 be allocated for the purchase of an artistic work to adorn the MRC 
building. 
 
Mr. Durocher asks that we request a preliminary report giving guidelines from our cultural 
agents. 
 
 
C.M. 2008-043 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Adam and seconded by and resolved Mr. Durocher to accept the 
Administration Committee’s recommendation to allocate a sum of $1000 for the purchase 
of an artistic work to adorn the MRC building. 
 
CARRIED 
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1 OPPOSED 
 
 
Mr. Armstrong suggests that anyone interested on being part of this selection committee to 
please advise Mrs. Dagenais. 
 
 

15. SAAQ ROAD CONTROLLERS 
 
C.M. 2008-044 
 
WHEREAS The Campbell’s Bay detachment of Sûreté du Québec presently does 

not have the power to inspect and authorize corrective actions taken 
on heavy equipment;  

 
WHEREAS We live in a rural area and the road controllers are not available to us 

on a daily basis; 
 
WHEREAS  the MRC Pontiac has been recognized as a territory in difficulty and 

that the time lost by a trucker due to the lack of the availability of a 
road controller reflects in the finances of our citizens;  

 
It is motioned by Mr. Paul-Émile Maleau and seconded by Mr. Ross Vowles and resolved to 
advise the SAAQ and the Sûreté du Québec of the existing problem with the lack of 
qualified SAAQ road controller to approve of the corrective actions from citations given by 
heavy equipment operators. It is equally moved that SAAQ consider allowing the Sûreté du 
Québec officers to be recognized as qualified inspectors for certain minor anomalies. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

16. SADC LETTER 
 
C.M. 2008-045 
 
It is moved by Mr. Romain and seconded by Mr. Maleau and resolved to support the 
SADC’s letter to have the Canadian Tax on Gasoline reviewed as well as the impact that it 
is presently has on Pontiac County. 
 
CARRIED 
 
c.c:  Mr. Cannon and Mrs. L’Ecuyer 
 
 

17. PURCHASE OF THE REMEMBRANCE WREATHS 
 
The Administrative Committee recommends that the MRC Pontiac will be paying for 
wreaths on Remembrance Day and it should also be noted that all requests must be 
received in writing by September 30th.  A letter will be send to the Canadian Legion and 
municipalities to advise them of the new procedure. 
 
CARRIED 
 

 
18. SPEED LIMIT SIGNAGE IN OTTER LAKE 

 
C.M. 2008-046 
 
WHEREAS the risk of accidents is imputable to the configuration of highway 301 

as well as the speed of circulation at the north entrance of the village 
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of Otter Lake;  
 
WHEREAS there are a large number of private entrances along this length of the 

highway; 
 
WHEREAS school buses also circulate this stretch of road;  
 
It is moved by Mr Raymond Durocher and seconded by Mr. Ross Vowles and resolved to 
support the Municipality of Otter Lake’s request to extend the 50 kilometre zone from its 
present position on Highway 301 in the Village of Otter Lake to the intersection of Farm 
Lake Road and Hwy 301. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

19. GRAND PRIX DU TOURISM  
INFORMATION 
 
The Administrative Committee appoints Mr. Don Gagnon and Mr. Rémi Bertrand as 
representatives of the Pontiac MRC to attend the Grand Prix du Tourisme in Gatineau in 
April 2008. 
 
 
C.M. 2008-047 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mr. Maleau and resolved to support the 
Administrative Committee appointment of Mr. Don Gagnon and Mr. Rémi Bertrand as 
representatives of the Pontiac MRC to attend the Grand Prix du Tourisme in Gatineau in 
April 2008. 
 
CARRIED 
 
18-3-08 
 
 

20. MRC PONTIAC SUPPORT FOR THE CSSS 
 
C.M. 2008-048 
 
WHEREAS The Pontiac MRC has already been recognized with territoire 

en difficulté status; 
WHEREAS The Centre de Santé et de Service Sociaux de Pontiac is the 

only institution in the Outaouais to be recognized by the Office 
de la Langue Française to be recognized as a Bilingual 
institution; 

 
WHEREAS The Pontiac MRC believes that the recruitment of qualified 

personnel is of vital importance to the maintenance of our 
community health services; 

 
It is motioned by Mr. Lang and seconded by Mr. Vowles and resolved to support the board 
of directors of the CSSS in the recruitment of professional personnel.  It is also resolved to 
request that the Government of Québec reconsider the process of the French exam 
established by the Office de la Langue française for the CSSS Pontiac employees, by 
allowing a transition period of 3 years to allow the individual to become more fluent in the 
French language. 
 
c.c. :   Office de langue française 
 Mme Charlotte L’Ecuyer 
 M. Jean Charest, Premier ministre du Québec 
 Dr. Guy Morrisette – L’Agence 
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 Dr. Philippe Couillard – Min. Santé 
 
A letter should be attached to the resolution explaining that Mr. Bertrand is requesting a 
meeting with the local Office de Langue française to discuss the best approach to our 
current problem; (Mr. Grimard, Dr. Wootton, Mr. Bertrand). 
 
 

21. MILEAGE CLAIMS  
 
INFORMATION  
DEPOSIT OF THE NEW POLICY  
 
 

22. SYMPOSIUM BIOMASSE 
 

INFORMATION 
 
C.M. 2008-049 
 
The Administration Committee resolved to pay the sponsor fee of $2,500 for the Biomasse 
Symposium taking place in Aylmer Québec. 
 
CARRIED 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Joseph Squitti and seconded by Mr. Terry Richard to support the 
Administration Committee’s decision to sponsor the Biomasse Symposium at a cost of 
$2,500. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

23. PRESENTATION AND RATIFICATION OF COMMITTEES REPORTS AND ALL FUTURE 
COUNCILS OF MAYORS 
 
C.M. 2008-050 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Gerald Manwell and seconded by Mr. Roy Perreault that from this day 
forward the Council of mayors will adopt each Committee head’s report of activities and 
recommendations.   
 
CALL FOR A VOTE 
2 representatives vote AGAINST 
16representatives vote FOR 
The resolution carrying the reference number C.M. 2008-050 is known to be carried with a 
majority. 
 
 

24. FURNITURE FOR THE FORESTRY DEPARTMENT 
 
INFORMATION 
 
The Administration Committee resolved to approve the total cost of the furniture purchased 
from Sortir du bois at a cost of $ 3,132.28. 
 
 

25. NOMINATION OF THE CLD DIRECTOR GENERAL TO FIER OUTAOUAIS 
 
C.M. 2008-051 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Maleau and seconded by Mr. Davis and resolved to nominate Mrs. 
Isabelle de Bruyn, the Director General of the Pontiac CLD to the Board of Directors of 
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FIER in replacement of Mrs Nancy York.  
 
CARRIED 
 
 

26. CDE DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS  
 
C.M. 2008-052 
 
WHEREAS  the CDE recommended that a Director be hired for the CDE 

corporation (CDE 2007-005); 
 
WHEREAS  the hiring of the CDE director was prioritized by the MRC 

Pontiac April 23 2007 (C.M. 2007-129); 
 
WHEREAS  $56,835 dollars was granted for the salary and expenses for 

the creation of the CDE Director position under Volet II 2007-
2008; 

 
WHEREAS  the CDE is responsible for the maintenance and 

management of the PPJ and of Forestry Roads; 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mr. Maleau and resolved to support the 
request for $64,125 from Volet II 2008-2009 for expenses and salary of the CDE Director. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

27. MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT OF PPJ TRAILS 
 
C.M. 2008-053 
 
WHEREAS  the CDE is responsible for the maintenance and 

management of the PPJ and of Forestry Roads; 
 
WHEREAS  the maintenance and the repairs need to be made to the PPJ 

trail in the amount of $25,000; 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Venne and seconded by Mr. Lang and resolved that an application be 
made to Volet II for a maintenance grant of $25,000 for improvements of the infracstructure 
on the PPJ cyclopark trail. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

28. LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM THE MUNICIPALITY OF MASKOUATAINS 
 
C.M. 2008-054 
 
It is motioned by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mr. Maleau and resolved that they support the 
request from the Municipality de Maskouatains in their resolution 08-02-41 for the Champ 
Fiscal libéré par la baisse de la TPS. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

29. PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY OF GATINEAU AND THE MRC’S IN THE OUTAOUAIS 
REGION, REGIONAL STUDY 

 
C.M. 2008-055 
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WHEREAS  the Regional County Municipality of Pontiac must find a long-term 
solution to waste disposal; 

 
WHEREAS  the regional technical committee for residual materials management 

met on March 7, 2008, and proposed the financial participation of 
the City of Gatineau and all the MRC’s in the Outaouais region to 
realize the study for finding a post-landfill regional solution; 

 
WHEREAS  the City of Gatineau is taking leadership in the realisation of the 

study; 
 

It is moved by Mr. Armstrong and seconded by Mr. Adam and resolved to recommend to the 
Council of Mayors to inform the City of Gatineau and the MRC’s in the Outaouais region that 
the Regional County of Municipality of Pontiac is interested in participating financially at 5 % 
of the total cost of the study for finding a post-landfill regional solution, as proposed by the 
regional technical committee. 
 
CALL FOR A VOTE 
3 representatives vote AGAINST 
15 representatives vote FOR 
The resolution carrying the reference number C.M. 2008-055 is known to be carried with a 
majority. 
 
Break for lunch 12h15 
Lunch ends at 13h05 

 
 

COMITÉ D’AMÉNAGEMENT 
 
 

 
12-2-08 
 
 

30. SALE OF THE ST-JAMES SCHOOL BY THE WESTERN QUÉBEC SCHOOL BOARD 
 
C.M. 2008-056 
 
 
WHEREAS  the Western Québec School Board proceeded with a public 

call for tender for the sale of the old St-James school, located 
at 28, Mill Str., Portage-du-Fort, without previously informing 
either the MRC/CLD or the Pontiac Artists Association with 
whom it had a rental agreement; 

 
WHEREAS  the Pontiac Artists Association has been using the school 

since 2006 to hold the Pontiac School of the Arts, as well as 
other cultural activities and that different local organizations 
have been using the building for community purposes since is 
closing as a school in 1991; 

 
WHEREAS  the MRC has expressed its interest in seeing the old school 

become the permanent home of the Pontiac School of the 
Arts, thereby becoming part of the MRC’s cultural 
infrastructures network as a centre for the visual arts (C. M. 
2007 – 193); 

 
WHEREAS  the population of Portage-du-Fort possesses a strong sense 

of belonging in regards to the school; 
 
WHEREAS  the building is of significant historical and heritage interest 
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and that the MRC Heritage Committee is in favor of its 
citation by the Municipality of Portage-du-Fort; 

 
WHEREAS  the public call for tenders process resulted in only one bid for 

a symbolic value of five dollars from the municipality of 
Portage-du-Fort and that this bid was rejected by the Western 
Québec School Board ; 

 
WHEREAS  the Règlement sur les normes, les conditions et la procédure 

d'aliénation d'un immeuble d'une commission scolaire - Loi 
sur l'instruction publique  (L.R.Q., c. I-13.3, a. 452, 1 er al., 
par. 2, et 2 e al.) enables a school board to transfer a building 
to an MRC, municipality or non-profit organization for a 
nominal value ; 

 
WHEREAS  the old St-James school was transferred at no cost to the 

Western Québec and Hauts-Bois-de-l’Outaouais School 
Boards during the reorganization of the school boards 
network by the ministère de l’Éducation du Québec in 1998 
by government decree forcing the dissolution of the Portage-
du-Fort School Board; 

 
WHEREAS  the old St-James school is a public property and that there is 

a project to transform it into the permanent home of the 
Pontiac School of the Arts whereby it could be used for 
cultural and community activities by the Pontiac Artists 
Association and the larger Pontiac community; 

 
It is proposed by Mr. Romain and seconded by Mr. Maleau to undertake a political 
approach towards the government of Québec, the ministère de l’éducation, the conférence 
régionale des élus de l’Outaouais and the Western Québec and Hauts-Bois –de- 
l’Outaouais School Boards in order to encourage a transfer of the property to the 
municipality of Portage-du-Fort for a nominal value as made possible by law. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

31. ‘ISLAND SITES’ IN THE AGRICULTURAL ZONE 
 
The Land Use Committee will inform the Council of Mayors that an information session on 
this approach will be held with the Outaouais-Laurentides Regional Federation and local 
syndicate of the UPA (Union des producteurs agricoles), the CPTAQ (Commission de 
protection du territoire agricole du Québec), the Agricultural Advisory Committee and the 
Land Use Committee of the MRC Pontiac, the mayors and the municipal directors. 
 
 
11-3-08 
 

32. MEETING TO DISCUSS DEER POPULATION 
INFORMATION 
 
It is decided that the problem of the deer population be studied, but before making a 
decision, a meeting be organized with the FQF (Rodolphe Lasalle), Mr. Donald Jean, Mr. 
Jean Fink at the ministry, la sureté, the UPA and the MTQ.  This will be a closed session 
meeting and this meeting will be set up ASAP.   
 
 

33. CONCORDANCE BY-LAWS OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF ALLEYN-ET-CAWOOD 
 
C.M. 2008-057 
 


